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I got my BA in History from the Faculty of Arts, University of Lisbon. As an undergrad, my interests 
were legion but political history seemed to me the most relevant. This ran counter to the 
markedly structuralist syllabus thereof but the notion of the “primacy of politics” was 
philosophically more appealing to me than the (unproven) explanatory powers of structures. As 
I imagined that my research skills were better suited to earlier periods, I went to the other side 
of Entrecampos and took a Mestrado (a beefed-up MA) in Medieval History, where I was taught 
by Luís Krus, Iria Gonçalves and Bernardo Vasconcelos e Sousa. My thesis was on the political 
integration of a peripheral borderland in the Portugal. I used this area as a case study of 
centralização or state-building but, without some form of measurement or at least testable 
hypotheses, state-building studies were, I thought, pointless. As such, I realized that my next 
move had to be the study of Fiscal History, as it provided a form of measuring state power. As 
such, I went to University of York, to study under the supervision of Mark Ormrod, one of the 
European leading scholars on the subject. With FCT funding, I finished my PhD in 2008. I spent a 
few months as a post-doc research at the ICS, University of Lisbon, only to find myself applying 
to the Faculty of Economics of the University of Porto as an assistant professor in 2009. This has 
proved a great fit, as I have a high regard for teaching and the contact with different methods 
and sciences has proved a welcome intellectual challenge. Also, I am receptive to outreach 
projects.  
  
My research, public talks and outreach activities can be seen at my personal 
site: https://sites.google.com/a/castrohenriques.com/antonioch/ 



 
 
My main research interest is economic history. At the present time, I am completing a series of 
papers on the long-term growth of Portugal, with some a comparative perspective. Having been 
a member of the FCT-funded project Prices, Wages and Rents in Portugal 1300-1910 (PTDC/HIS-
HIS/123046/2010) has been decisive to obtain otherwise inaccessible data. As this strand of 
research was already well-advanced, I became involved on a new research project: “Sovereign 
Debt and Private Credit in Portugal (1669-1797)” (PTDC/HAR-HIS/28809/2017), headed by my 
colleague Leonor Freire Costa. This exciting project combines my political and economic research 
interests. I did not forgo fiscal and political history at all. I have also contributed to works dealing 
with subjects in the long-run, namely the forthcoming History of Accounting in Portugal (coord. 
Fernando de Sousa) and the 2018 Dicionário dos Antis (coord. José Eduardo Franco). 
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